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Trump Safe After Shooting At His
Golf Course, AK-47 Found In Bushes

FLORIDA: Donald
Trump is safe following
gunshots in his vicinity, the
Republican presidential
candidate's team said today.
"President Trump is safe
following gunshots in his
vicinity. No further details
at this time," campaign
spokesperson Steven
Cheung said a statement.
The shooting took place at
Trump's golf course in West
Palm Beach, Florida. A
"person of interest" has
been detained along with a
weapon, the New York
Times reported, citing local
law enforcement officials.
Trump had been golfing
when the gunshots were
heard, multiple media
reports said. Trump had
been accompanied at the
time by his Secret Service
protective detail when shots
were fired. It was unclear
who the shooter or shooters
were, or what the motive
was. There was no immedi-
ate indication that Trump
had been targeted.  Media
outlet CNN, citing security
agency own sources, report-
ed that officials believed the
shots at the golf club were
indeed intended for Trump.

The former US presi-
dent's son Donald Trump Jr.
said that authorities also
found an AK-47 rifle in the
bushes, extremely close to
the spot from where Trump
was leaving. "Again folks!
SHOTS FIRED at Trump
Golf Course in West Palm
Beach, Florida. An AK-47
was discovered in the bush-

es, per local law enforce-
ment," he said in a post on
X (formerly Twitter). The
White House quickly issued
a statement saying both
President Joe Biden and
Vice President Kamala
Harris, Trump's Democratic
rival in the November elec-
tions, had been briefed
about the incident.

"There is no place for
political violence or for any
violence ever in our coun-
try," President Joe Biden
said in a statement.

"I have directed my team
to continue to ensure that
Secret Service has every
resource, capability and
protective measure neces-
sary to ensure the former
president's continued safe-

ty", he added. Vice
President Harris took to
social media to say "I am
glad he is safe."

The shooting comes just
two months after the former
president was wounded in
the ear when a gunman
opened fire during a Trump
rally in Pennsylvania.

The US Secret Service,
tasked with protecting pres-
idents, former presidents
and other dignitaries, faced
criticism after the
Pennsylvania incident.

Kimberly Cheatle, the
head of the agency,
resigned amid the ensuing
scrutiny, and at least five
Secret Service agents were
placed on administrative
leave.

Reacting to the incident
of an alleged assassination
attempt on former US
President Donald Trump,
billionaire Elon Musk ques-
tioned why is no one trying
to assassinate President Joe
Biden and Democratic pres-
idential candidate and Vice
President Kamala Harris. 

Trump was the target of
an alleged assassination
attempt on Sunday in
Florida, the FBI said, with
the Republican presidential
candidate's campaign and
law enforcement reporting
he was safe and unharmed.

The US Secret Service
confirmed one or more of its
agents "opened fire on a
gunman" located near the
boundary of Trump's golf
course, and that an "AK-47
style rifle" with a scope was
recovered along with a
GoPro video camera.

Responding to a post on
X which read, "Why they
want to kill Donald
Trump?", Musk wrote:
"And no one is even trying
to assassinate
Biden/Kamala." 

The Tesla and SpaceX
chief is an open supporter of
Trump as the latter is set to
go head-to-head with Vice
President Harris in the
upcoming US Presidential
elections in November.

According to authorities,
there is still no confirmation
whether the gunman, identi-
fied as Ryan Wesley Routh,
fired a weapon in the direc-
tion of the former president
but Secret Service agents
did fire on the suspect who
was hiding in the bushes at
the golf course. 

Meghan Markle Terrifies Staff, Reduced
Grown Men To Tears: Bombshell Report

Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle have been
in the limelight ever since
they closed the door on
royal life in 2020. As the
couple celebrated Harry's
40th birthday over the
weekend, it has now been
alleged that the Duchess of
Sussex terrifies her staff,
with a person calling her a
“dictator in high heels”.
"Everyone's terrified of
Meghan... She belittles
people, she doesn't take
advice” a source close to
the couple told The
Hollywood Reporter.

The person stated that
both Harry and Markle are
"poor decision-makers" as
they change their minds
frequently. "Harry is a
very, very charming person
- no airs at all - but he's
very much an enabler. And
she's just terrible," the
source added.

Another insider told the
media outlet that Markle
"marches around like a dic-
tator in high heels," adding
that she has reduced grown
men to tears.

“She's absolutely relent-
less... She marches around
like a dictator in high
heels, fuming and barking
orders. I've watched her
reduce grown men to
tears," the person added.

Over the years, the cou-

ple have witnessed high
staff turnover, with
Markle's top aide and pri-
vate secretary departing in
2021. Last month, their
chief of staff left the job in
just three months. 

Josh Kettler, the Santa
Barbara-based consultant,
resigned in August after
just three months on the
job. Before Kettler, Toya
Holness was their global
press secretary until 2022.

However, this is not the
first time when Markle has
been criticised for her
behaviour toward their
employees.

The Buckingham Palace
had in 2018 investigated
her for her treatment of
two royal aides, which was
earlier labeled as "bullying
behaviour". While no find-

ings was made public, she
called the claims a "calcu-
lated smear campaign". 

After severing ties with
the royal family, Harry and
Markle have been residing
in Montecito, California.

Meanwhile, a prominent
royal expert recently
claimed that the former
actor is regretful over the
way their exit from the
royal family went down.

“Meghan does regret
certain statements that she
made,” Fox News quoted
royal expert and commen-
tator Kinsey Schofield as
saying.

Schofield stated that the
couple were not received
in the way Markle expect-
ed, while "several of her
comments have back-
fired.”

Bebinca, The Strongest Typhoon To Hit
Shanghai In 70 Years, Makes Landfall

Shanghai, China: The
strongest storm to hit
Shanghai in over 70 years
made landfall on Monday,
with flights cancelled and
highways closed as Typhoon
Bebinca lashed the city with
strong winds and torrential
rains.

A red alert is in place, and
some coastal residents have
been evacuated, city authori-
ties said. 

The typhoon landed early
Monday morning in the
coastal area of Lingang New
City, in Pudong to the city's
east, the China
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Administration said. 

It is the strongest storm to
hit Shanghai since Typhoon
Gloria in 1949, state broad-
caster CCTV said shortly
after Bebinca made landfall. 

Many businesses were
already closed for the Mid-
Autumn Festival public holi-
day, and the city's 25 million
residents have been advised
to avoid leaving their homes. 

All flights at Shanghai's
two main airports are ground-
ed, and ferry services and
some trains have been sus-
pended.  Highways were
closed at 1:00 am local time
(1700 GMT), and a 40-kilo-
metre (25-mile) per-hour
speed limit is in place on
roads inside the city.

At rush hour, live video
feeds showed Shanghai's nor-
mally jammed roads almost
empty of traffic, and its
famed skyline obscured by
thick fog. 

Nine thousand residents
have been evacuated from
Chongming District, an

island at the mouth of the
Yangtze River, authorities
said. 

Footage from northern
Baoshan District showed
ferocious winds ripping
through a line of trees on the
riverbank. 

Shanghai's flood control
headquarters told CCTV they
had already received dozens
of reports of incidents related
to the typhoon, mostly fallen
trees and billboards.

CCTV broadcast footage
of a reporter by the coast in
neighbouring Zhejiang
province, where waves
pounded the craggy coastline
under leaden skies. 

"If I step out into (the
storm), I can barely speak,"
the reporter said. 

"You can see that the sur-
face of the sea is just wave
after wave, each higher than
the last."

Another typhoon, Yagi,
killed at least four people and
injured 95 when it passed
through China's southern
Hainan island this month,
according to national weather
authorities.

Bebinca has also passed
through Japan and the central
and southern Philippines,
where falling trees killed six
people. 

CCTV said Bebinca was
expected to move northwest,
causing heavy rain and high
winds in Jiangsu, Zhejiang
and Anhui provinces. 

China is the world's
biggest emitter of the green-
house gases that scientists
say are driving climate
change and making extreme
weather more frequent and
intense.

How Yemen's Houthi Rebels Got Hold
Of Ballistic Missiles To Attack Israel

Yemen's Houthi rebels
launched a ballistic missile
that struck near Israel's Tel
Aviv, a bustling commercial
hub on Sunday. Rebel Houthi
leader Abdul Malik al-
Houthi claimed responsibili-
ty for the missile, describing
it as a "ballistic missile" that
penetrated Israel's sophisti-
cated air defence systems.
While there were no casual-
ties, the attack added to the
already fragile regional ten-
sions, particularly as the
Gaza war, triggered by
Hamas' attack on October 7,
neared its first anniversary.
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu was
quick to respond, warning
that the Iran-backed Houthi
rebels would "pay a heavy
price" for the strike. While
the missile caused only
minor damage - shattering
glass at a train station and
injuring several civilians on
their way to shelters - the
symbolic nature of the attack
cannot be understated. It is
the latest escalation involv-
ing the Houthis, who have
increasingly been drawn into
the Gaza conflict as part of a
broader network of militias
collectively known as Iran's
Axis of Resistance.

The attack prompted ques-
tions about how a militia in

war-torn Yemen has man-
aged to acquire the capability
to launch such long-range
missile strikes.

Origins Of The Houthis'
Missile Capabilities

The Houthis' ability to
acquire and launch ballistic
missiles lies in historical
weapons caches, Iranian sup-
port, and arms trafficking.
The group, officially known
as Ansar Allah, evolved from
a grassroots religious move-
ment in the 1990s to a pow-
erful militia with sophisticat-
ed weapons. Since the
Yemeni civil war broke out
in 2015, the Houthis have
relied on three primary
sources to build their missile
arsenal:

Yemeni Government
Missiles 

During the Cold War,

Yemen was divided into
North and South, with each
side receiving military aid
from competing superpow-
ers. 

The Yemeni government
first began acquiring Scud
missiles from the Soviet
Union in the 1970s. Over the
years, various ballistic and
surface-to-air missiles found
their way into Yemen's mili-
tary stockpiles, including
those from North Korea and
Iran, and, ironically, Saudi
Arabia and the United States.
The 1994 Yemeni civil war
saw the use of these ballistic
missiles, and by the time the
Houthis began to rise in
prominence in the 2000s,
they had ample access to out-
dated but still functioning
missile systems. Between
2004 and 2010, the Houthis

repeatedly looted govern-
ment armouries, gaining
access to missiles and other
heavy weaponry. However, it
wasn't until 2015, when they
allied with former Yemeni
President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, that their missile capa-
bilities expanded significant-
ly.

Arms Supply And Tactical
Training By Iran 

Since the outset of the
Yemeni civil war, the
Houthis have relied heavily
on Iranian support, which
includes everything from
missile components to train-
ing in assembly and launch
techniques. Although Iran
has never openly acknowl-
edged their support, US and
coalition forces have inter-
cepted Iranian missile ship-
ments en route to Yemen
multiple times.

According to the book
'The Missile War in Yemen'
by Ian Williams and Shaan
Shaikh, debris from missile
strikes has been found with
Farsi inscriptions and Iranian
manufacturing labels. Iran's
provision of missiles like the
Burkan series, the Quds-1
cruise missile, and the
Sayyad-2C surface-to-air
missile has augmented the
Houthis' long-range strike
capability.

In a paper published last
week in Earth & Planetary
Science Letters, my col-
leagues and I present evi-
dence that Earth may have
had a ring.

The existence of such a
ring, forming around 466
million years ago and persist-
ing for a few tens of millions
of years, could explain sever-
al puzzles in our planet's
past.

The case for a ringed Earth
So it's extremely unlikely

that all 21 craters from this
period would form close to
the equator if they were unre-
lated to one another. We
would expect to see many
other craters at higher lati-
tudes as well.

We think the best explana-
tion for all this evidence is
that a large asteroid broke up
during a close encounter with
Earth. Over several tens of
millions of years, the aster-
oid's debris rained down onto
Earth, creating the pattern of
craters, sediments and
tsunamis we describe above.

How rings form
You may know that Saturn

isn't the only planet with
rings. Jupiter, Neptune and
Uranus have less obvious
rings, too. Some scientists
have even suggested that
Phobos and Deimos, the
small moons of Mars, may
be remnants of an ancient
ring. So we know a lot about
how rings form. Here's how
it works.

Saturn backlit by the Sun,
taken by the Cassini space-
craft.Cassini Imaging Team /
SSI / JPL / ESA / NASA

When a small body (like
an asteroid) passes close to a
large body (like a planet), it
gets stretched by gravity. If it
gets close enough (inside a
distance called the Roche
limit), the small body will
break apart into lots of tiny
pieces and a small number of
bigger pieces.

All those fragments will be
jostled around and gradually
evolve into a debris ring
orbiting the equator of the
larger body. Over time, the
material in the ring will fall
down to the larger body,
where the larger pieces will
form impact craters. These
craters will be located close
to the equator.

So if Earth destroyed and
captured a passing asteroid
around 466 million years
ago, it would explain the
anomalous locations of the
impact craters, the meteorite
debris in sedimentary rocks,
craters and tsunamis, and the
meteorites' relatively brief
exposure to space radiation.

A giant sunshade?
Back then, the continents

were in different positions
due to continental drift.
Much of North America,
Europe and Australia were
close to the equator, whereas
Africa and South America
were at higher southern lati-
tudes.

Earth May Have Had A Ring Like Saturn,
Hidden Craters Reveal Evidence

UK PM Starmer Meets Italy PM
Meloni To Discuss Illegal Immigration

LONDON: British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer meets
Italian counterpart Giorgia
Meloni in Rome on Monday to
discuss tackling illegal immi-
gration, a day after another
Channel migrant shipwreck
claimed eight lives.

Starmer, whose centre-left
Labour Party was elected with
a crushing parliamentary
majority in July, has vowed to
fight illegal immigration, a hot-
button topic in British politics
for years.

Far-right riots shook cities
and towns across England and
Northern Ireland shortly after
Starmer's election, the UK's
worst unrest since 2011, with
mosques and migrant accom-
modation centres often target-
ed.

The perilous cross-Channel
journeys migrants attempt from
northern France have posed a
fiendishly difficult problem to
solve for successive British
prime ministers.

Eight migrants died on
Sunday after their overcrowded
boat capsized in the Channel,
bringing to 46 the number of
people who have lost their lives
this year trying to reach British
shores.

Around 800 people crossed
the Channel on Saturday, the
second-highest figure since the
start of the year, according to
the UK interior ministry.

Starmer has rejected the pre-
vious Conservative govern-
ment's plan to expel all illegal
migrants to Rwanda while their
asylum claims are examined.

Instead, UK media say he is
interested in the strategy of
Meloni, leader of the far-right
Brothers of Italy party and
whose country is on the front
line of the European Union's
migration crisis.

In November last year, Italy
signed an agreement with
Albania to open two centres in
the Balkan country where
migrants would be sheltered

while their asylum claims are
processed.

Italy will fund and manage
the centres, which will be capa-
ble of accommodating up to
3,000 migrants who have
arrived on Italian shores by
boat.

Migrants with rejected asy-
lum claims would be sent back
to their country of origin,
whereas those with accepted
applications will be granted
entry to Italy.

That is a key difference from
the former UK government's
Rwanda scheme, whereby
migrants sent to the East
African nation could never
have settled in Britain irrespec-
tive of the outcome of their
claim.

Italy migrant numbers fall 
"It's in early days, I'm inter-

ested in how that works, I think
everybody else is," Starmer
said of the Italian scheme in
comments carried by British
media.

Starmer said he and Meloni
"have already discussed how
we can improve joint opera-
tions, so that is something we
will discuss".

Their meeting is scheduled
for midday (1000 GMT),
according to Meloni's office.

The newly appointed chief
of the UK's new Border
Security Command, Martin
Hewitt, will accompany
Starmer during his trip to Italy,
his office said.

Elon Musk After Trump
Assassination Bid: "No
One Even Trying To..."

Former US President
Donald Trump narrowly
escaped an alleged assassi-
nation attempt on Sunday
in Florida, according to the
FBI. A 58-year-old sus-
pect, Ryan Wesley Routh,
was arrested after Secret
Service agents opened fire
near the boundary of
Trump's golf course. A
high-powered AK-47-style
rifle with a scope and a
GoPro camera was recov-
ered at the scene.

When Secret Service
agents opened fire, Routh
reportedly bolted out of the
shrubbery he was hiding in
and escaped in a black car.
Authorities were able to
track down the car after
witnesses helped police
identify it. 

"We have somebody in
custody right now that is a
potential suspect," Palm
Beach County Sheriff Ric
Bradshaw told a press con-
ference, as quoted by news
agency AFP.

Who Is Ryan Wesley
Routh?

According to the New
York Times, Routh is a for-
mer construction worker
from North Carolina
Greensboro. Routh had no
formal military back-
ground but expressed
strong desires to partici-
pate in armed conflict in
the past, particularly in
Ukraine after Russia's
2022 invasion. In one post

on X, formerly known as
Twitter, Routh declared his
willingness to "fight and
die" in Ukraine. He also
advocated for civilians to
change the course of glob-
al conflicts.

"I AM WILLING TO
FLY TO KRAKOW AND
GO TO THE BORDER
OF UKRAINE TO VOL-
UNTEER AND FIGHT
AND DIE," he wrote.

According to the New
York Times, on the mes-
saging application Signal,
Routh wrote, "Civilians
must change this war and
prevent future wars" as
part of his profile bio. 

"Each one of us must do
our part daily in the small-
est steps help support
human rights, freedom and
democracy; we each must
help the Chinese," his bio
on WhatsApp reads. 

Routh's activities didn't
stop at online declarations.
In a 2023 interview with
The New York Times, he
claimed to have travelled
to Ukraine to support the
war effort and recruit
Afghan soldiers. 

This wasn't Routh's first
brush with violence. In
2002, he was arrested after
barricading himself inside
a building with a fully
automatic weapon in
Greensboro. The charges
were serious, though the
outcome of the case
remains unclear.

Who Is Ryan Routh, Man Arrested For
Donald Trump's Assassination Attempt

Meta To Start Using Public
Posts On Facebook,

Instagram In UK To Train AI
Meta Platforms will begin

training its AI models using
public content shared by
adults on Facebook and
Instagram in the UK over the
coming months, the company
said, after it had paused the
training in the region follow-
ing a regulatory backlash.

The company will use pub-
lic posts including photos,
captions and comments to
train its generative artificial
intelligence models, it said on
Friday, adding that the train-
ing content will not include
private messages or informa-
tion from accounts of users
under the age of 18. The
update follows Meta's deci-
sion in mid-June to pause the
launch of its AI models in
Europe after the Irish privacy
regulator told the company to
delay its plan to harness data
from social media posts. The
company had then said the
delay would also allow it to
address requests from
Britain's Information
Commissioner's Office (ICO).
"Since we paused training our
generative AI models in the
UK to address regulatory
feedback, we've engaged pos-
itively with the ICO ... this
clarity and certainty will help
us bring AI at Meta products
to the UK much sooner," Meta
said on Friday. Facebook and
Instagram users in the UK will
start receiving in-app notifica-
tions from next week explain-
ing the company's procedure
and how users can object to
their data being used for the
training, Meta added.

Meta has made changes to
its approach since it paused
the plans in June, the ICO said
in a statement, adding the
company has simplified the
way users can object to the
processing of their data and
has extended the window in
which they can do so.

In June, Meta's plans faced
backlash from advocacy
group NOYB, which urged
national privacy watchdogs
across Europe to stop such use
of social media content, say-
ing the notifications were
insufficient to meet EU's strin-
gent privacy and transparency
rules.

Pop Star Cher Ends Bid For
Conservatorship Of Son

After 9-Month Court Battle
Pop star Cher has with-

drawn her bid for a conser-
vatorship over her son,
Elijah Blue Allman. The
singer had initially filed for
the conservatorship in
December, citing concerns
about Allman's substance
abuse and mental health,
BBC reported. 

However, after months
of legal proceedings and a
brief mediation, Cher and
Allman have reached a pri-
vate settlement. The dis-
missal of the conservator-
ship allows the family to
focus on healing and
rebuilding their relation-
ship.

The law firm represent-
ing him, Cage & Miles,
told the BBC in a statement
that the outcome "allows
the parties to focus on heal-
ing and rebuilding their
family bond, a process that
began during mediation
and continues today".

The decision comes after
Allman was set to receive
significant assets from a
trust established by his late
father, musician Gregg
Allman. Cher had argued
that a conservatorship was
necessary to protect these
funds from being spent on
drugs.

In court filings, lawyers
for Cher said the singer
was "concerned that any
funds distributed to Elijah
will be immediately spent
on drugs, leaving Elijah
with no assets to provide
for himself and putting
Elijah's life at risk".

The filing said that she
had "worked tirelessly to
get Elijah into treatment
and get him the help he
needs".

Her son said that strug-
gling with addiction and
previous poor financial
choices, he was sober and
receiving regular treat-
ment.

While the court had pre-
viously denied Cher's
requests for temporary con-
servatorship, she had con-
tinued to pursue the matter.
However, Allman's legal
team successfully demon-
strated that he was capable
of managing his finances
and maintaining sobriety. 

In rejecting the tempo-
rary conservatorship bids,
Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Jessica
Uzcategui said Mr Allman
had proven he had "man-
aged his finances" and
"remained drug-free".


