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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the 8th
edition of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Te l e c ommun i c a t i o n
U n i o n - W o r l d
Te l e c ommun i c a t i o n
S t a n d a r d i z a t i o n
Assembly (ITU-WTSA)
at Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi on Tuesday,
emphasising India's rapid
strides in telecom and
digital technology.
Along with the 8th edi-
tion of the ITU-WTSA,
the Prime Minister also
inaugurated the 8th edi-
tion of the India Mobile
Congress (IMC), with the
theme, 'The Future is
Now'.
Addressing the assembly,
PM Modi said, "India is
one of the most happen-
ing countries globally in
terms of telecom and
related technologies.
With 1.2 billion mobile

users and 950 million
internet users, India han-
dles more than 40 per
cent of the world's real-
time digital transactions."
"Digital connectivity
here is not only about
technology but also a tool
for last-mile delivery,
making this global dis-
cussion on telecommuni-
cations an opportunity
for global good."
PM Modi connected the
WTSA's mission with the
India Mobile Congress
(IMC), stating, "WTSA
focuses on global
empowerment through
consensus, while the
India Mobile Congress
centres on connectivity.
Consensus and connec-
tivity are vital in today's
conflict-ridden world.
India, through the age-
old message of
' V a s u d h a i v a
Kutumbakam' (the world

is one family), is commit-
ted to leading by exam-
ple."
The Prime Minister fur-
ther noted India's efforts
to unite the globe, high-
lighting the nation's lead-
ership at the G20 summit.
"When we led the G20,
we gave the message of
'One Earth, One Family,
One Future'. India work-
ing towards connecting
the world by taking it out
of conflict," he said.
PM Modi also spotlight-
ed India's telecom manu-
facturing revolution,
revealing that in 2014,
the nation had only two
mobile manufacturing
units, while today, there
are more than 200.
"Earlier, we imported
most of our mobile
phones. Today, we manu-
facture six times more
mobile phones than
before and are now

exporting phones global-
ly. India is not stopping
there; we are moving
towards producing
entirely 'Made-in-India'
phones, from chips to fin-
ished products. Our
investments in semicon-
ductors are substantial,"
he added.
Amid growing concerns
over cyber threats, the
Prime Minister called for
a global digital gover-
nance framework.
"The time has come for
global institutions to
acknowledge the need for
a framework that governs
technology and protects
citizens. Technology
today transcends borders,
and no country can fight
cyber threats alone. We
must work together to
create global 'dos and
don'ts' for the digital
age," he said.
He also stressed India's

Data Protection Act and
National Cyber Security
Strategy as proof of the
country's commitment to
a safe digital ecosystem.
Highlighting India's rapid
digital growth, PM Modi
said that in just a decade,
the length of optical fiber
laid in India is eight
times the distance
between the Earth and
the Moon.
"Two years ago, we
launched 5G services,
and today, nearly every
district in India is con-
nected. India has now
become the second-
largest 5G market global-
ly, and we are already
progressing rapidly
towards 6G technology,"
he said.
The Prime Minister also
underscored India's
efforts to create more
opportunities for women
in technology leadership,

mentioning the Namo
Drone Didi program,
which promotes a drone
revolution in agriculture
led by women in rural
areas.
He highlighted the Bank
Sakhi initiative, where
women are leading digi-
tal banking and payments
awareness at the grass-
roots level.
In healthcare, PM Modi
noted that ASHA and
Anganwadi workers use
tablets and apps to track
maternity and child care,
demonstrating the grow-
ing integration of digital
tools in essential servic-
es. Following the inaugu-
ration, he toured the exhi-
bition at the location with
Union Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia. This marks the
inaugural hosting of ITU-
WTSA in India and the
Asia-Pacific region.

PM Modi inaugurates 8th ITU-WTSA,
highlights India's telecom revolution

The Indian inland water-
ways transport (IWT)
sector presents signifi-
cant opportunities for
growth through public-
private partnerships
(PPPs), and the govern-
ment is eyeing expansion
of the PPP model to drive
development, according
to a report on Tuesday.
The focus on expanding
PPPs and offering finan-
cial incentives, such as
discounts up to 35 per
cent on freight transport-
ed via key national
waterways (NW), aims
to further attract private
sector participation,
according to the report
by Crisil Market
Intelligence and
Analytics.
A subsidy scheme is
being formulated for
NW-1, NW-2 and NW-
16, which traverse key
states such as Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal

and Assam, to promote
the use of inland water-
ways for freight trans-
port, the report men-
tioned.
Since the government’s
strategic shift in 2016,
the number of opera-
tional waterways has
increased from just three
in fiscal 2014 to 26 by
fiscal 2024, driven by
substantial budgetary
support and key initia-
tives like the Jal Marg
Vikas Project.

Launched in 2018 with a
financial outlay of Rs
5,369.18 crore, the proj-
ect aims to enhance the
capacity of National
Waterway 1 (NW), span-
ning 1,390 km along the
Gang a -Bh a g i r a t h i -
Hooghly river system.
“India’s inland water-
ways are witnessing sig-
nificant revitalization
driven by targeted invest-
ments and policy
reforms. The cost advan-
tage is clearly benefiting

this mode of transporta-
tion, transporting 1 tonne
of freight by waterways
is approximately Rs 1.06
per km, notably less than
Rs 1.36 per km by rail
and Rs 2.50 per km by
road,” the report argued.
The resurgence in the
sector has resulted in a
marked increase in cargo
volumes, surging from
18.1 million tonnes in
fiscal 2014 to 132.9 mil-
lion tonnes in fiscal
2024, with the govern-

ment setting ambitious
targets of 200 million
tonnes by fiscal 2030 and
500 million tonnes by
fiscal 2047.
Digital innovations have
played a key role in
improving efficiency in
the IWT sector.
Platforms such as the
IWAI Vessel Tracker,
PANI Portal and Car-D
Portal provide real-time
navigation information,
updates on cargo track-
ing, and efficient man-
agement of cargo and
passenger data.
Water transport also pro-
duces lower emissions,
less noise and consumes
less energy, making it an
environmentally-friendly
alternative to the tradi-
tional road and rail trans-
port.
Waterways are suitable
for moving bulk com-
modities such as coal,
iron ore, iron ore fines,
sand and minerals.

India’s inland waterways transport offers
robust growth opportunities via PPPs

There is a need for a
human-centric dimension
to the ongoing technologi-
cal revolution, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday, stressing
that principles of security,
dignity and equity should
be at the centre of global
telecommunication stan-
dards.
Inaugurating the historic
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Te l e c ommun i c a t i o n
Union’s (ITU) 'World
Te l e c ommun i c a t i o n
Standardization Assembly
(WTSA) 2024' in the
national capital, PM Modi
said that standards set here
will determine the direc-
tion of the future.
“Our goal should be that
no country, no region and
no community is left
behind in this digital
transformation,” said the
Prime Minister, under-
scoring the need for inno-
vation balanced with
inclusion.

“The time has come to
accept the importance of a
global framework for dig-
ital technology. We have
to ensure that our future is
both technically strong
and ethically sound,” PM
Modi told the gathering.
PM Modi also inaugurat-
ed the 8th edition of the
‘India Mobile Congress
2024,’ saying that while
WTSA’s objective is to
work on global standards,
the role of the ‘India
Mobile Congress’ is asso-
ciated with services and
both the events “bring
global standards and serv-
ices on a single platform”.
Discussing telecom sector
reforms, the Prime
Minister noted India's
efforts in lowering data
costs. The cost of internet
data in India is now as low
as 12 cents per GB com-
pared to many countries in
the world where one GB
of data is 10 to 20 times
more expensive.

“Today, every Indian con-
sumes about 30 GB of
data on an average every
month”, said PM Modi.
Today, the country has a
mobile phone user base of
120 crore, 95 crore inter-
net users and digital trans-
actions of more than 40
per cent of the entire
world in real-time.
“India had showcased
how digital connectivity
had become an effective
tool for last-mile deliv-
ery,” said PM Modi.
“India's mobile and tele-
com journey in the 21st
century is a subject of

study for the whole world.
Telecom is not just a
medium of connectivity
but also a medium of equi-
ty and opportunity in
India,” the Prime Minister
emphasised.
The four pillars of Digital
India --- low-priced
devices, extensive reach
of digital connectivity to
every nook and corner of
the country, easily accessi-
ble data and goal of
‘Digital First’, are leading
to robust results.
The Prime Minister also
underscored the remark-
able advancements in

infrastructure, including
the rapid installation of
Wi-Fi facilities at public
places like railway sta-
tions and the connection
of islands like Andaman-
Nicobar and
Lakshadweep through
undersea cables.
“In just 10 years, India has
laid optical fibre which is
eight times the distance
between Earth and the
Moon”, said PM Modi,
adding that the country is
already progressing
towards 6G technology,
ensuring a future-ready
infrastructure.
India democratised digital
technology and created
digital platforms where
innovations on these plat-
forms created millions of
new opportunities The
transformative power of
the JAM Trinity—Jan
Dhan, Aadhaar, and
Mobile—has laid the
foundation for countless
innovations.

Global telecom standards should ensure
security, dignity and equity: PM Modi

Top industry leaders on
Tuesday lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for his visionary leadership,
which has catalysed India’s
remarkable digital transfor-
mation, hailing the govern-
ment’s support towards
reforms, innovation, and
collaboration.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the 8th
edition of the ‘India Mobile
Congress’ during the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Te l e c omm u n i c a t i o n
U n i o n – W o r l d
Te l e c omm u n i c a t i o n
Standardisation Assembly
(ITU-WTSA) 2024 in the

national capital. It is for the
first time that the ITU-
WTSA is being hosted in
India and the Asia-Pacific.
Bharti Airtel Founder and
Chairman Sunil Bharti
Mittal said the real transfor-
mation began in 2014 with
PM Modi’s vision for a
‘Digital India,’ which ignit-
ed the 4G revolution.
"This has empowered mil-
lions, including those in
rural areas, to access smart-
phones and essential digital
services," he said. Mittal
underscored the govern-
ment’s initiatives to boost
local manufacturing
through the production-
linked incentive (PLI) pro-

gramme, positioning India
as a manufacturing hub for
telecom equipment.
"We are committed to
reducing our dependence
on imports. With initiatives
like the PLI programme,
we are transforming India

into a manufacturing hub
for telecom equipment," he
said.
Mittal said India is set to
lead in 5G technology, with
extensive rollouts planned
across urban and rural
regions within the next 12

to 18 months. He also dis-
cussed the potential of low-
earth orbit (LEO) networks.
Aditya Birla Group
Chairman Kumar
Mangalam Birla highlight-
ed the steadfast support by
the government in recog-
nising the importance of
digital connectivity and
introducing several reforms
over the years to drive India
towards an even more con-
nected, empowered and
inclusive digital nation.
Birla said they are commit-
ted to providing maximum
support by promoting digi-
tal transformation to small
businesses, making them
future-ready. He also laid

emphasis on focus on tech-
nologies like 5G, IoT, AI
and cloud services.
ITU Secretary-General
Doreen Bogdan Martin
recalled the Prime
Minister’s emphasis on the
need for global digital gov-
ernance and highlighted
how he made India's ambi-
tion very clear to lead by
example and share its digi-
tal public infrastructure
with the entire world.
Referring to India’s G20
Presidency where digital
public infrastructure (DPI)
was a huge priority, Martin
expressed delight in ITU
becoming a knowledge
partner.

Top industry leaders hail PM Modi’s
vision for digital governance

The MahaYuti government has
released an ordinance to amend
the Maharashtra Stamp Act,
1958 proposing the increase in
stamp duty on affidavits, agree-
ments and related documents to
Rs 500 from the present Rs
100. The stamp duty on share
capital has been increased to Rs
1 crore from Rs 50 lakh.
The ordinance was brought on
Monday. According to the rev-
enue department, the amend-
ments to the Maharashtra
Stamp Act will help increase
the revenue from stamp duty
and registration up to almost Rs
2,000 crore. The amendment
has been proposed on the lines
of Karnataka. The ordinance
has come into effect from
Monday.
The state cabinet chaired by
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
had cleared the amendments at
its meeting held on September
30.
"Schedule I to the Maharashtra
Stamp Act is amended to sim-
plify the charge ability under
the various articles and in gen-
eral wherever Rs 100 is provid-
ed it is substituted by Rs 500.
Article 4 is amended to charge
a minimum stamp duty of Rs
500. The affidavit needs to be
executed before government or
semi-government bodies are
brought in the purview of this
Article," said the state revenue
department note submitted to
the cabinet. Article 10 has been
amended to increase the stamp
duty rate and maximum limit
on share capital and increased
share capital.
Further, Article 47 was amend-
ed to bring a change in mini-
mum stamp duty of Rs 500 and
a maximum of Rs 50,000 to the
instrument of partnership and
to change stamp duty of Rs 500
in case of dissolution of part-
nership. Articles 52 and 58
were amended on the lines of
the general amendment to
charge a stamp duty of Rs 500
instead of Rs 200.
State Revenue Department
additional chief secretary
Rajesh Kumar said, "With a
view to bring simplicity and
uniformity in levy of stamp
duty and to increase the gov-
ernment revenue, it is proposed
to amend certain articles of
Schedule I to the Maharashtra
Stamp Act, 1958. As the house
of the State Legislature is not in
session and the Government of
Maharashtra is satisfied that
circumstances exist which ren-
der it necessary for him to take
immediate action further to
amend the Maharashtra Stamp
Act.’’

Maha govt brings ordinance on
Stamp Duty Act, expects to generate

additional Rs 2,000 cr annually


